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April 23, 2012

Ana Carrasco Martín
Directora-Gestora de la R.B. de Lanzarote
Avenida de Col, 7
35500 Arrecife de Lanzarote
Spain

Dear Ms. Carrasco:

I am writing to express my sincere concern over the planned oil exploration and drilling around 
the Canary Islands and especially close to the southeastern coast of Lanzarote.  I am a Professor 
of Marine Biology at Texas A&M University and have carried out investigations of the fauna of 
the Jameos del Agua and associated Tunel de Atlantida for more than 30 years.  On a recent trip, 
we produced enough scientific papers and descriptions of new species to fill a special issue of 
the journal Marine Biodiversity. This cave and the animals that inhabit it are unique in the 
World.  The cave is the longest known submarine lava tube, while the fauna represents a 
biodiversity hotspot of unparalleled importance. Several species inhabiting the cave show an 
amphiatlantic distribution being present on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean and therefore 
suggesting that cave colonization occurred at the earliest stages of the formation of the Atlantic 
about 200 million years ago.  As such, the cave limited fauna of the Tunel de Atlantida can be 
considered living fossils and represent the only such site on the eastern side of the Atlantic. 
Several of them such as the remipede Speleonectes and the crab Munidopsis are listed as 
endangered species.  Since these organisms are only found at a single site on the European side 
of the Atlantic, pollution from nearby oil fields which would likely result in the extinction of 
these species would be a calamity of incomparable significance.

Living in Texas as I do, I am all too familiar with oil spills and leaks, in particular the recent BP 
Deep Horizon oil spill resulting in an unabated flow of oil for 3 months in 2010 with continued 
seepage. This was the largest accidental marine oil spill in history and caused extensive damage 
to marine and wildlife habitats and to the Gulf of Mexico's fishing and tourism industries.  As 
recently as this month, scientists reported finding alarming numbers of mutated crab, shrimp 
and fish they believe to be the result of chemicals released during the oil spill.  In January 2011 
the White House oil spill commission released its final report on the causes of the oil spill. They 
blamed BP and its partners for making a series of cost-cutting decisions and the lack of a system 
to ensure well safety. They also concluded that the spill was not an isolated incident caused by 
"rogue industry or government officials", but that "The root causes are systemic and, absent 
significant reform in both industry practices and government policies, might well recur".
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The potential for a similar spill in the Canary Islands would be catastrophic, both ecologically 
and economically, and, judging from the language of the White House report on the BP spill, is a 
very real possibility.  I most strongly urge that all plans for oil production off the Canary Islands 
be halted.

Sincerely,

Thomas M. Iliffe
Professor of Marine Biology


